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The Humble Declaration , Cordial Congratulation, and Lowly 
Supplication of divers Miniſters of the Goſpel, in that 
Weſtern Part of Y oikſhire , Commonly known by «he Name 
of Craven, 


>aJV&Ac Ay irnorbe judged a preſumption, norexpoſe us to a pub” 

S>/2 eg - lick cenlure , that ſo few , ſo inconſiderable pzrſons , in ſo 
RY Temore and obſcure a Corner of the Nation ſhould take 
al x uponusto m:.ke ſo publick an Expreſſion ; It is not our of 
QZ) Q» Ambition ro be known ( our Obſcuriry we confeſs much 
« IDE more then our Innocency hath in theſe Dangerous times 
; been our Safcty) Bur our of a Conſcientious Obligation ro 
make known , what we ſuppoſe a Sinto Conceal , our due ſenſe of the paſt 
ſufferings of this Church and Nation , our preſcnt hopes of a happy Claſure 


' and Compoſure, and our deſire of a furure full and final Settlement upon Reli- 


gious and Righteous foundatiens, in Order to which we take the koldneſs in all 
Humility , r@ declare, congrarulate, and ſupplicate z; And 

Firſt , we do heartily and penitently declare, that we do ( as we have 
great end juſt Canſe ) look upon all the evil of puniſhment , which hath 
been ſtrange, fad, and of long continuance upon theſe Nations, re have 


becn i fl.Qed by the Ju't Judgment of rhe Righreous God , for the evil of - 


Sin , which h-:u beezi mach more hainous then our Puniſhment grievous ; Tr 
being of ihe Lords Mercies , tÞac in his Juſtice we have not been Conſumed , 
and that fo wick..1 aod Unworthy a People arc yer a Pcople'; and (urih:r 
wich'Si:ame 1nd Confuſio!: of face we relig:ouſly Confeſs , that the Sins of us, 
th- Paſtors have E:en 1s provoking as the Sins of the Peoplc ; yea that the 
Paftors hay: cvcr. provoked the People ro Sin, we who ſhould have guided 
them, having cauſes them to erre, and 25 Judgmer:t, ſo Sin hath begun ar 
the houſe of God ;: wher*fere we deſire to acknowledge , and we beſcech all 
our Brethren to ac rowledge with us,that the one and only cauſe of our Miſeries 
have been our Miſcarriages, and we. pray for eur ſelves ani the Nation thar 
we may ſigh and cry for all the Abomjnatiens done in the Land , that we may 
every one ſearch and try our wayes, and meet the Lord by repentance, who we 
hope. is mecring us in Mercy , and that the Sacrifice of broken and contrite 
ſpirits may prepare and preccde, that our Sacrifices of Praiſe , may bca 

ſweet and favory Incenſe unto the Moſt High, 
econdly, Wich humbleſt thanks acknowledging the. Lord to be the on:1y 
Author of our as Miraculous as Merciful Deliverance our of the inexplicable 
(and as our fins and feares taught us to Conceive ) Incxtricable. La- 
byrinth of Confuſion and DiſtraRion , which had nor his infinite Clemency 
and Compaſſion interpoſed , would hzve been our utter and inevitable De- 
ſtruKion : we do moſt cordially congratulate all thoſe noble Inſtruments of 
thar great and goed work, our moſt redoubred Patriots, whom rhe Lord hath 
inſpired with the Courage to attempr , endued with the Conſtancy to Advance, 
and we moze then hope will bleſs with the feliciry to complere a happy Peace 
| | A 2 | Lo 
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to theſe Nations; fn reſtoring our Lawful Soveraign to his Crown and King- 
domes,our Parliaments re their Freedeme and Priviledges , and our People to - 


their Laws and Properties z and unte our Congratulation we joyn the humble 


Avprecation of the Continuance ef that Courzge,Conſtancy and Felicirv,thar 
the work ſo happily begun , may be ſpecdily finiſhed, that we may all cry 
Grace, Grace unto ir : To which end. | Ds 

Thirdly, Since as we hymbly conceive the ſureſt Merhod of healing rhe 
Srare, is ro begin with the Church, we in all lowlineſs ſupplicare ; That as our 
National Sins have made betwixr our God and us a ſeparation , Our Union 
may be made by the Endeyour of a National Reformation, Our Reformarion, 
ſome indecd have told us, and would haye raughr. us was a Toleration , and a 
free liberty to profeſs what every one pleaſed , bur we have found and fel 
by 2n experience to be lamenced , that Liberty to have degenerarcd into a 
moſt impjous Licentiouſneſs, and that Toieration intolerable , leaving 
men to an indifferency as to be of any, ſo ro be of no Religion : 
Pur we hope we need not inform thoſe Prudenr, Pious, and Zea. 
lous Magiſtrates, to whom we preſent this Addreſs ; that all the Godly Ma- 
giſtrares of 7udah and Iſrael under the Law have endeyoured to ſuppreſs all 
falſc, and have afſerted and ſupported the true Religion, and worſhip ef God ; 
Tha: our Bleſſed Saviour under the Goſpel,doth ſeverely check the guides and 
Governours of the Church, for ſuffering, and nor ſuppreſſing the DoArines 
of 7exebel , Balaam and the Nicolaitanes , Thar the Tolcration of ſeveral 
religions is a Condemnation of our late happy Reformation our of the E- 
gyptian Bondage and Darkneſs of Romiſh Ignorance, Error and Superſtirion , 
branding with a black Coal our bleſſed Reformers, and calling our holy Mary 
tyrs MalefaRors ; finally, if we may judge of the Tree by its fruits, All thoſe 
Mon(trous Errors, Portentous Herefizs , and Blaſphemous Tenents, broached 
and vented amongſt us, which make all good Chriſtians ears ro ringle and 
hearts to tremble, have been nor caſually conremporary with, but cauſally 
conſequent frem our Tolerarien, the very fruits , efte&s, and proper produ- 
&ions of the ſo much cryed up Liberty, 

Bur here we defire nor to be mifunderſtood , when we plead againſt a To- 


. , leration,we mean a Toleration of diverſc Religions , of profeſſions divers in 


worſhip and in ſubſtantial and fundamental points, a liberty in circumſtanrials 
and epinions nor De fide, in thoſe who are of the ſame faith and Religion, ſo 
long as by Schiſm they endanger nor the peace of the Church , nor by undu- 
rifulneſs diſturb rhe peace of ty- Stare ; may, and by Scripture grounds we 
humbly conceive oughr te be indulged £6 all ſober Chriſtians , and may 
conlift with unity and Reformarion, 
And fince the work of Reformation is nor every ones work, nor to be done in 
a Tumultuary Manner, by rhe multicude or by private perſons z bur by ſuch 
as are nor encly qualified with Piety, but clothed with Authority , not as we 
judge ( however ſome have with ſad ſucceſs thought and pra&iſed otherwiſe ) 
the Miniſters work without the Magiſtrate if Chriſtian, nor yer the Magiſtrates 
without the Miniſter ; we make it our humble and earneſt Petition, T har the 
Supreme Authority would Call and Command a National Synod of grave, 
godly, ſound, ſober and Moderate Divines , to treat upon,Compote and Con- 
clude our Differences in Religion; for ſurcly as a Parliament is the beſt Phyſi- 
cian for the State , ſo is a Coungel for rhe Church, it being found by 6 
hs : 2 8 practice 
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praiſe of. the Apoſtles themſclyes , and-of. the Church'fince the Apoſtles 
that Couneck under God are the moſt hopeſul and'probable means to eradi- 
cate Herefie, and: to eſtabliſh Truth and unity. In which Councel not 
preſuming. to preſcribe or ro Anticipare ,- we ſhall meekly with ſub- 
miſſion , and-under Corre&ion propole ſome things which ( amongſt many 
others ) we conceive meer for their pious Conſideration, in reference to the 
Church in general , ſome things in reference to the Miniſtry in particular. 

In reference to the Church ; Firſt, ſince our DiſtraQions and Diviſions have 
\ riſen much from our Diviſion in Ju*gment, and fince the Goſpell enjoynes 

us to hold faſt rhe form of ſound words, ro keep the pattern of wholfome Do- 
arine , to Conrend earneſtly for rhe faith once delivered unto the Saints ; 
and as with the heart Man belicverh unto righteouſneſs, fo with the Mouth. 
Confeſſion is made unto Salvation z we defire thar there may be ( according 
to the godly and laudable praiſe of rhis and other Reformed Churches ) ſer 
forth a publick Confeſſon of rhe faith of our Engizh Church , the Articles 
whereof may be few , plain, ſhorr, fundamenta!, builr 8nd botrom d upon E- 
vident Scriptures, that even themſelves by their own Evidence may Con- 
vince Gainſayers, 

Secondly, Since as the Jewes ſay of their Maſoreth that it was the Hedge of 
the Law , ſo we may truely ſay of Diſcipline itis the Hedge of Dodrine, one 
grear Cauſe of the ſpreading of falſe DoArine, being the want of due Di- 
ſcipline 3 Thar a Chutch Government may be ſer up and ſeirled, as near as 
may be to Scripture Rulcs and primitive praQiſc : and here fiace ſome ſtand 
up for one kind of Governmenr and others for another , we rake leave to 
mention and commend a rulc offered by a Grave Divine in ſuch an addreſs as 
this , that the Comprehenſive way may be embraced in Matrers of difference, 
thas is to ſay that way, thar may ſatisfic all as much as may be, as inthe Caſe 
of Epiſcopacy and Presbytery ; where ſome would have the Government to be 
by Epiſcopacy, others by Presbytery , let them be both joyncd in a Mederare ſub- 
_ ro end the Quarrel, which is otherwiſe never like to be dc- 
cided, 

Thirdly, Since 'the publick worſhip of God, is the moſt publick Teſti- 
mony we can give of our Religion, and of our being the people of God, and 
ic much concernsus rightly ro approach the Dreadful Maj:ty of our God , 
who is a Spirit, and will be worſhipped in Spirirand in Truth, there being 
lictle Difterence berween not worſhipping him ar all,and not worſhipping him 
aright , the undue performance of his worſhip being by ſo much the more 
dangerous, by how much his worſhip ir ſelf is more excellent ; and it being not 
more neceſſary we ſhould ſetye him, then requifire we ſhould ſerve him arighr, 
we deſire that ſome Rules may be appointed for O:der, Uniformity, Dowry, 
and expedience in the publick worſhip , eſpecially that there may be a rule 
preſcribed for the Adminiſtration of the holy Sacraments, which in theſe un- 
ſerled times, have been very flighrly, and we fear by ſome nor very Rightly 
Adminiftred ; thot our People may be afſured they have and receive Sacra- 
ments and not Nullirics. 

Fourthly, And that the blefſed Sacrament of rhe Lords Supper [the ſtrongeſt 
Soul of eur Communion w:th our Head and with one another, bur made in 
theſe dayes the greateſt bone of conrenrion ) may be with profic and com!ore 
Adminiftred and Received , thar rhe great and moſt neegſul dury of Care 


chitin g 


——_ 
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chifing miy be with ftri&neſs enjoyned ro Phitors and People, and when by 
Catcchiſing, Chriſtians ſhall come re underſtand and believe aright rhe Prin-- 
Ciples of Chriſtian Religion , they may be brought to give-a publick account 
of their knowledge and-faich, and by Confirmatien ( ever' acknowledged 
and of late aſſerted to be an Apoſtolical Praiſe ) be declared capable of 


_ thar Bleſſed Communion', whereby the ſo much, and ſo juſtly complained of 


Ignorance will be prevented ; and fot ſcandal, the other complaint, that thoſe 
who ſhall be known notorieuſly offenfive in their lives, may withour reſpe& 
of perſons be cenſured by Excommunication.' | | | 
F.tchly,That the Lords Day in theſe looſe and licentious times,wickedly pro- 
fancd and wretchedly n<gle&edzmay be more religiouſly obſerved and ſpent in 
publick and private Durics of Gods worſhip, and the profaners thereot may be 
impartially puniſhed, and the penalrics impartially raken and beſtowed upon 
the Por, which will be ar once an a& o: Juſtice, Pi-ty, and Charity. 

Sixtnly, Since Pruritus diſputand; is ſcabies Ecclefie , Diſpurations engender 
and encreaſec ſtrife and contention, and we may with as pwch ſhame as ruth 
ſay, Diſpntamus n10n Vivimu, that Comroverfics and Thorny queſtions and 
Diſpurations in religion may be prohibired in publick sflemblies, thar che 
weak be received, bur nor to doubtful Diſpurations, the Pulpics be nor turned 
into the Schools, and rhe people amuſed and diſtraRecd inftead of being in- 
ſtcufed ; But that faith, Repentance, G-»dlineſs, and rhe weighty things of 
Chriſtiznity may be preached and preſyd , we may have no enmity bur with 
thoſe who arc: open enemies. to the true Religion, and amongſt our ſelves 
there may be no hammers heard in the Building of Gods Temple. 

Sevenihly, Thar te rhis end, for the caſting of all Diſcords and Diflentions 
into the botrome of the Sea, with a Milſtone abour their nccks, all odieus di. 
{t.nguithing and provoking names and titles of Diviſion, as Lutherans, Caluz- 
niſts, Prelatifts Presbyterians may be aboliſhed,and if any other name be judged 
necefliry to be added to that of Chriſtian, ir may be onely that wherein all 
the Reformed Churches do agree , thar of Retormed or Proteſtant. 

For rhe Miniſters of the Church our Prayer is 

Firſt, Since Gad is the God of Order and not of Confuſion, and hath fer 
up a clear rule {or the O:derly Calling of his Miniſters , and hath declared in 
ail ages his ſevere wrach againſt Intruders and Uſurpers vpon that ſacred «thre, 
the (:d effes of which preſumption , no age or Church hath felr more 
then in theſe our dayes this our Chucch ; thar no perſon of whar pretended 
gifts or parts ſoever, may be ſuffered ro perform the Minitterial. office in any 
part thereof , withour a lawful Call and Cominifſion thereunto, by Impefi- 
tion of haeds and Ordination. | ; 

S:condly, Thar ir may nor bc left arbitrary for any Namber of Miniſters 
in any place, by any form they pleaſe, to aſſociate and ordain any perſons they 
pleaſe, ( wedcfiring not ro except againſtche paſt Ocdinarions of any in theſe 
ugſciled rtimes;) bur that by thisaflembly ſuch a manner and form may be deter- 
mined , thar neicher by the Nimber che Church may be charged with Super- 

Auous Minifters withour Charge or Cure of Souls , nor by the mznner of Otc- 
djnation, the Romith Adverſary may have matter of ſuch Exceprion, bur thar 


we may be able as hitherto we have done , by the Scripture Rules, and the. 


wholſome Canons of the Ancient Church, ro vindicate and make good againfk 
them, and all other oppoſers, our holy fun&ion and ſacred Profefiion. 
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Thirdly, Thar there may be known places of recourſe both for Ordination nd 
Infticucion, in ſome convenient Vicinity in all parts of this Nation,that Mini- 
ers may nor be pur to a needl:fs expenſc of time and charge;Some in theſe Noy- 
thern Countries having ſmall means , being able ſadly to reſtific, that when 
inſt tution- ( ſuch as ir was) was enely ro be had in one place, it hath coft 
them for the obtaining thereof, a whole.years Revenue. 

-Fourrhly , Since Miniſters have been made offenders for 3 werd, and every 
of their offences have been ceunred mortal, and puniſhed with a Civil Death 3 
a final deprivation; yea many without any known offence, againſt any known 
Lay, have becn deprived by the meer pewer and will of their Judges and Ac- 
caſers ( nor that we would excuſe or cxtenuate, much leſs juſtific any offence 
in our ſelves, well knowing, that Miniſters (as ##x3;4þ his Leaproſy) carry their 
faults in their forekheads, and by reaſon of the ſacrednefs of our Callipg what is 
a fin in others, isin us no lefsthen a Sacriledge) we defire that there may be 
wholſome Canons made and ſtamped with publick Aurhoriny,that we may know 
the rule we are to walk by, and walking by that Rule we may walk feartelsy , 
and nor be liable to be ruined by mens wills and luſts, ſo long as we oftend nor 
any, knowg Law. | | 

Fifthly , Since every profeſſion ſhould competently mainrain the Profeflor, 
and God hath ordained that as thoſe who waited upon the Altar did live by the 
Altar; ſo thoſe who preach rhe Goſpel ſhould live by the Goſpel;and for want of 
due maintenance many Miniſters are defpiſed , diſcouraged from painfulneſs 
in their Calling, and by Indigency and neceflity pur upen a&ions unworthy 
and unſuirable to their prefefſinn ; as alſo many Pariſhes have inſufficient , 
and many no Miniſters , ro the diſhonour of God, ſcandal of Reformation ,. 
andthe endangering of many ſouls into ercrnal Perdition, we defire ſome 
Courſc may berimely taken thar every Pariſh ( every one having therein ma- 
ny ſouls, andeyery ſoul more worth then a world ) may have a proviſion 
of comperent and indiffercne Maintenance for a preaching Miniſter , leaſt 
it be ſadly true of many Pariſhes, which ſome Phariſaical, ſcparating Spirits 
have as untruly, as uncharitably affirmed of all our Parochial Churches, 
thar they are no Churches of Chriſt, wanting ( for the onely want of Main- 
renance ) thoſe notes of the Church, the preaching of the word and Admi- 
niſtratien of the Sacraments, 5 

Sixthly , Thar until ſuch proviſion can be made ( which muſt be a work of 
ſome time) the Miniſters of the adjacent Pariſhes, may be enjoyned to preach 
by courſe in ſuch yacant places, that Gods people may not periſh for lack of 
knowledge, nor wholly want the Means of life , for the onely want of Means 
for a Miniſters Livelyhood, 

Seventhly, That the Fuft and Legal Righrs and kmmuniries of the Church an4 - 
Clergy may be reſtored and confirmed , and that we of the Clergy ( once 
called and counted one of the three eſtares of the Realm) may be (as all 
the reſt of our fellow Subje&s are) ſome way Repreſenred in Parliamenr, 
that ſo ( as ir is with all other Subje&s ) the Durics and Taxes impoſed upon 
us, May be by eur own voluntary A&; and though we haye bad a great (thar 
we ſay not the greateſt ) ſhare in the ſufferings of the Nation, and been moſt 
deeply charged , yer when the neceſſities of the King and Kingdomerequire , 
we,and we duubr not our Brethren ſhall be willing ro grant ſuch Subfidics, as 


may in ſome meaſure expreſs our gratcful ſenſe of the reſticurion of our Juſt 
properties and priviledges, | : We 
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+ We will conclude ,; craving pardon as for che Prolixicy, fs for the particu; | 
 latity of this addreſs , bumbly and. unkcignedly profeſling , thar- if :in"afly 
(as we believe in many ) of theſe Particulets', the-piery and wiſdome of 'a 
National Couneel ſhall order otherwiſe , we for our parts ſhall '('and' we de- 
fire our Brethren will ) asobedient ſons of the Church deny' eur own private 
deſires, affe&ions, paſſions, intereſts,eſteeming our ſelves obliged to ſacrifice all 
thar is ours-unto peace, eſpecially ro the beſt peace,, rhe peace of the Chorch, 
moſt of all to che peace of this Church, ſo long and ſo ſadly divided and Dila- 
cerated,and now in hope to be happily healed and united:we who have'rauphe 
others, are now put upon a Tryal, wherher we can learnthe leffon of Sef-Den/al 
our ſelves, and if we hold no Men or Councel of men infallible, niuch' lefs 
may we hold our ſelves ſa; if we be tſraelites ſo are others, if. we be Mini- 
ſiers, ſo are they, if we be Conſcientious ſo are they,if we be Judicious ſo are 
they and more, we defire that we all remember'rhar of Auguſtine , Contra 
r14'10a:m no ſobrits , contra Scriptfiram nemo Chriſtians, contra Eccleſiam ne- 
mo Pagificts ſenſcrit, . to which we will add that Grave and godly faying of  thar 
foremenrioned Divine , ler jr be remembred that when the Lord is-pleafed rb 
mae oyertures of peace , they that hinder ir out of ſtudy. of ſides,” or ſar 
maintaining of- parties,or for any ether indire& end , ſhall anſwer 40 God: for 
all the Miſchief , Blood and Ruine ſhall follow : we have learnt that God a- 
Jone hath the Judgmenr of infall.bility , that he hath given to Chriſtians ge- 
neral:y rhe Judgment of Diſcretion, ro Miniſters the Judgment of Dire&os, 
ro Councels the Judgment of Juriſdi&ion , whoſe dercrminarions though nor 
infallible, yer ſurely an afſembly of Learned, Gedly, and Grave Divines, 
being lawfull called » and in the fear of God convened, we preſume lefs - 
Subje& to be ; Regivs then one or a few private perſons, and their unanimous 
{REMEne ought not by any private perſons ro be contemned or  contradiaed, 
Þ1teyen againſt eurown Judgment ( in Matters by the Scripture'not derer- 
mined ) weare to ſubmit ,( by acquieſcence ar leaſt ) ro the: Fudgmentof a 
Lawtul Councel : andrhiswe for our ſelves -profeſs and: promiſe todo, re- 
ſolving to c{pouſe no private opinion , from which for the peace of the Church 
We ſhall nar be willing ro be divorced, yea we eſteem it moſt conducible r6 
the happy Compromiſe and Cloſyre of our diviſions thar pzace may be # gainer 
( ſo faras truth may be no looſer )' rhat all Diſſenring parties may be looſers 
*recede ſomewhar from rhe rigour of their opinions, & bend towards each other - 
in 2 Chriſtian and charirable compliance, the way to fatisbie all being to ſatisfie' 
none to the utmoſt of cheir rigoreus Demands and deſires. We have done hoping 
ro ſee thoſe who are better. furniſhed, dring richer Marerials forthe repairing. 
For.us being able to do no more,we could do no leſs,then bring a litrle Lime or 
Mortar for che Cemcming and helping ro makeup rhe Breaches of Gods Tem- 
ple. The: Lord grantunto our gracious King , noble Par'iam:nt and worthy 
Rulers, The ſpirit of Conrage,Counſe),Religion,and Righteouſneſs; To Minj- 
Itzrs rheſpiric of Un'ty,chariry,Piety , and-Moderatton ; To all Chriſtians to 
belicve arighr and/live aright, ro. be ſound'in the fairh'and-ſfanRifyed: in Life; 
Thar the Lord may recurg unto us, delight inus , dwell among us, That Mercy | 
2nd Truth, Rightcouſneſs,and peace may embraceeach' o:her', and thar th 
Light of rhe Goſpel: ( the lighr of. our! eyes, and'the life of our Souls”) ma 
b: Continyed unto us and out Generations: after us,: ſo "long. as the! light” of 
| the Sun and Moon endures, + IN | | 
| th, FINIS. 
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